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IV. A Letter from Mr. James Yonge, F. R. S. 
to Dr. Hans Sloane, R. S. Seer, containing an 
Account of an Utmfual Blackpefs of the Face 5 
and of fever d Extra- Uterine Foetus's. 

Honoured Sir 9 

TH E Relation I Cent September 1707. of an hairy 
Bunch ejefted by Urine from a Nephritick Wo- 
man, I find did not meet that Regard, and Credit which 
I think it well deferved* I own that Mr, Leeuwenhoek\ 
Obje&ions feem to havefome ftrength, but cannot (hock 
my Belief at all / For befide a nice Examination, and full 
Confederation of all Circumftances atfirft, lam confirm'd 
in the AiTurance I then had, that it came thorough the 
'Urethra, was not convey 'd, or by any accident dropt in- 
to the Pot, by fuch Evidence a pojleriori> as are little 
fhort of Demonftration : viz* That the Tumour which 
was in the Ode of her Belly, in which her chief Anguilh 
lay before the Evacuation, vanifh'd with it 5 together 
with all thofe other Symptoms, which molefted her 3 viz. 
Strangury, foetid and purulent Urine, and have not now 
in two Years made any return. 

I have a couple of other Rarities to prefent ( with my 
humble Duty) to the JR.. Society^ one of them is match- 
leis, and to me wholly mw. I will relate it very briefly, 
becaufe being not yet at an end, I e#pe& cccaflon to give 
you a further account of it. 
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c A Girl \6 Years old, a Daughter of Elizabeth Worth 
of this Town, had about the end of laft April a few 
hot Pimples rife on her Cheeks, which Bleeding and a 
Purge or two cured. She continued very well 'till about 
a Month afterward, when her Face, fo far as is ufual- 
ly covered with a Vizard- mask, Suddenly turned black 
like that ot a Negro. This fur prizing Accident much 
amaz d and frighted the Girl : efpecially after fome 
foolifh People perfuaded her (he was bewitch'd, and 
never to be cured : By Prayers, Exorcifms, and other 
Incantations they endeavoured to relieve and take off 
the Fafcination $ which proving ineffe&ual, the Paffion 
and, Terror of Mind encreafed to a great degree, 
even to Diftraction, and then they demanded my Af- 
fiance. 






By the Arguments I ufed, and fome compofing Anti 
hyfterical Remedies, the Violence of her Fits becara 
much pacified. I alfo directed a Lotion for her Face, 
which took off the Difcoloration, but it returned fre- 
quently, but with no regularity, fometimes twice or 
thrice in Twenty Four Hours, fometimes fi\re or fix 
times. It appears, infenfibly to the Girl, without Pain, 
Sic^nefs, or any Symptoms of its approach, except a 
little warm Flufhing juft before it appears. It eaffly comes 
away, and leaves the Skin clear, and white, but fmuts 
the Cloth that wipes it from the Face ; it feels Unchious, 
and feems like Greafe, and Soot, or Blacking mixt. It 
harh no Taft at all, which is tome very ftrange, that 
a fuliginous Exfudation fhould be infipid, 

Stu never had the Menfes^ is thin, but healthful 5 the 
Biacknefs appears no where but in the prominent part of 
her Face. There are a thoufand Eye-witneiies to the 
truth of this Wonder j but I am not able to find, or 

S f f con- 



C 416 ) 

conje&ure the catifed of it, nor have I ever heard of 
the like. I (hall be glad to know your Opinion, and 
ready to make fuch further Enquiries as you ihall pleafe 
to fend, in order to difeover the caufe of this- dark 
and ftrange Vh&nomemn. 



r 



The ficond Rarity I am to impart is extraordinary 
but not wholly new, and (blitary, as the firft is, hav- 
ing been obferved by fome the iaft Centtiry. It was 
communicated to me by a very Learned Divine of this 

Country, in thefe Words ~~ $ c I fend this to ac- 

c quaint you with a ftrange Occurrence obferved here 
c laft Week: A Gentleman's Servant having kilfd an 
< Ewe, which was thought far, and taken out the 

* Bowels, found a very unufual and monftrous lump of 
i Fat, proceeding like a Wen from the middle of the 

* Omentum. I wascalPd to fee this Wonder^ and having 

* cut it open, found inclofed a Lamb of the fame Parts, 

* Feature, and Dimenfions with- others of that kind. 
4 How it came there } And how nourished,? are. Que* 
4 ftions I would have refolved. 

I fdon apprehended what it was that feenrd fo verjr 
ftrange and unaccountable to my Friend, having thirty 
Years fince been (hewn the like, found in a Bitch, by an 
expert and ingenious Surgeon in Oxford ; and from that 
time obferved, and confidered all of that Nature which 
have occured to me in Books, or otherwife 5 and fo was 
ready to tell that Learned, and curious Gentleman, that 
schat Lamb was not conceived in the Womb, but in one 
of the Fallopian Tubes $ wherein growing too big to be 
contained, it either broke out into the place where it was 
found, or flipt back toward the upper Orifice, and tho- 
rough it into the Belly: That afterward affifted by the 
prone and Inclining Pofture of the Sheep's Body, ir flipt 
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Forward to the Omentum,, and was there nourifhed the 
ufual way, viz. by the Placenta, which was doubtlefs 
fixed in the Tube* and the Pedunculus being kept whale $ 
will eafily extend from thence to the Foetus^ where ic 
lay. 

Had this Sheep been nicely differed by a skilful Hand., 
1 verily believe we fhould have found my Opinion true 
in fa&. Riolan juo. Anthropog. AW. lib. 2. c.34. was 
the firft that publickly obferved thefe ftrange Concepti- 
ons; and he tells us they have the Coats, Secundine, &c. 
of fuch F^/aj's as are ingendred within the Womb, 
And confidering the late Anatomical Difcoveries, and 
new Hypothefisof the genital Parts in Women, and their 
ufes in Generation, made by Iheed. Kirkrhgius, Reg. de 
Graaf, and others it feems more than probable, that 
fuch Conceptions as we are fpeaking of, happen when in 
Coition one of the Eggs defcends into the Tube; and 
being unable topafs into the Uterus thorough the lower 
Orifice (which is fornetimes, and in aged People always, 
contracted ;J and being however impregnated by the Jfo- 
ra Seminalh^ or * Animalcule wherewith the Tefticles 
and feminal Pans of fome Ma!es do (o prodigiouily and 
incredibly abound; it there grows 9 cili too big to be con- 
tained, and then breaks forth into the Belly : Though 
fometimes, as i (hall (hew by a memorable Inftance, they 
continue in the Tube it felf. There the Placenta fixes, 
%nd fucks Nourishment as from the Fundus Uteri ; and 
if the Pedunculus holds together, conveys it to the F&ttss, 
as it doth to thofe in the natural Place of Breeding. 

I have perhaps with too much freedom and too 
little exaQcnefs hid before you my Notions, and the 



* Mr. Leeuenhoek JiiV'jj the Milt of a Codfifh h*th more Animaku- 
h } than there *re People 9* tht EArth> Dr. Hook. Phil. Coll;#. No. : u 
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Idea f have- of this Matter 5 but 'tis with humble Submifir 
on to your Cenfure and Correction ; Craving leave to am- 
plify a little on this fubjed, By reciting what of the 
kind hath been by feveral others difcover'd, and confi- 
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Such Extrauterine Embryos have been fometimes found 
in Women; but not publickly taken notice of 'till the be- 
ginning of the laft Century, by the younger Riolatu ui 
fepra, with this Remark: (Speaking of the Fallopian 
Tubes) They appear, faith he, of th^ fame Nature and 
Subftance as the Womb, £>uia camofa ef}^ in qua % quod 
eft mirabiUj fceium ilumamm concipi fuit obfervatum. Then 
gives an account oi four fuch ftrange Conceptions, which 
occured to his Knowledge, 

Since which time, more marvelous ones have happe'n'd 
in that Country ; two of them much amufed the Curious 
every where. One was found at Paris, January 166$. 
by Mr. B. Vefd, in the right Tube of a Woman. It was 
four Months old, and fo grown, and the Tube fo di~ 
ftended, as made him miftake it for another Womb, and 
accordingly to call the Account he published thereof, 
Demonftration ctune double Mttrice. Mr. Qldtnburgh 
put an Extract of it into the Philofophical TranfaBions^ 
No. 4&. and the German Academy \ Vol. 1. Gbf. no. did 
the like: But neither ftem'd to underftand the Myftery, 
*t\\\de Gracffwdk it rights and made ufe of this very 
Observation to iliuftrate and confirm the Hypothecs of 
K-irkringins* And foon after Elfholtius, a learned Ger- 
man r did the fame in a little but curious Trad, De- con- 
ceptione Tubaria^ qua Humani Fcetus extra Uteri cavitatcm 
in tnbis qumdoqut concipiuntur* He recites the Story as 
from Mr. Vefal, and gives the Figure of the fuppofed two 
Wombs .and the Fcetus in the diftended Tube; and a- 
among other fuch Conceptions, mentions two large M?~ 
Has iou&d wi;h.out the. Matrix of one Woman. 

About 
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About Ten Years afterward a much more wonderful, 
and incredible one happen d there, which puzzled the 
Philofophers to apprehend, or believe. It comes very 
well attefted by Mr. Bayle, who firft publifhed an Hifto- 
ry of it in the Journal des Scavans y A. D. 1678, Soon 
after M. Nic. Blegny did the fame in a particular Trad 
with Figures, which I have by me: And afterward 
Mr. Oldenburgh put an Extraft of it into the Philofophkal 
Tranfa&ions, No. 139. 

c A Woman, A. ZX 1652. came to her full time of 
€ bearing, but altho' (he had all the Symptoms ufual 
c at that feafon, no Child came. She continued in that 

* Condition twenty Years, ftill feeling the Child within 
6 her. From that time (he felt not any motion it had* 
1 In June 1708, (he died, and the next day was opened, 
c In her Belly, without the Womb, a dead Child was 
c found lapt up in thtOmentum: It weigh'd Eight pounds 5 
*' and altho' it was kept in that hot Seafon three Days 
' out of the Mother 9 Belly, it did nor (link. Mr. Bleg- 
ny was curious to Infpeft, and give a particular Account 
of this wonderful thing to the World, not only in the 
Trad above-mentioned, but alfo in the firft Volume of 
his Zodiacus Medicus, Obf. 9. with very remarkable, 
and learaed Animadversions. 

Before either of thefe appeared in France , 
there happened one in Holland to H. Rhoonhuys* c A 
c Woman with Child, at her full time, was four Days 
c in Labour, and although (he had fo many Midwives, 
% could not be Delivered. Our Author was called, De» 

* cember 1658. found the Internum Uteri Ofculum dole 
6 fhut: Without Flowings, or other Fore-runners of 
6 Delivery. He finding the common Paflage fo clofely 

* fhut up, and a very painful Tumour above the Navel, 

c pro- 
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propofed the Ctefarean Se&ion, The Woman hav- 
1 ingfeen that dreadful Operation made at Paris, earneft- 

• ly defired him to perform it on her. But he, to obferve 
c fome unnecefTary Forms, delay'd it 'till the Woman 
"* was paft Life: Who he believes might with the Child 
€ have been preferved, if the Operation had been done 

* when hefirft faw her* 

Opening the Belly after death, he found a Child amidft 
the Intrals 5 and, as he faith r the Placenta faftned to the 
Colon, and part to the Fundus Uteri 3 and that there was 
a Breach in the Womb capacious enough for the Infant 
to pafs thorough it into the Belly 3 and that Wound he 
thinks was made by a blow, altho* it hurt not the exter- 
nal Parts, nor made Impreffions on the tender Embryo. 
I can't approve, nor will I cenfure the many things in 
Ms Report liable to exception, and which Criticks will 
fee apt to think abfurd. f prefume to believe he miftook 
the extended Tube for a Matrix, as Vefal did. Errant i 
nullus termimus. 

A much more famous, and learned Man than he, 
(T.BarthoUms,) did the Year after Rkoonhuyfes Explora- 
tion, meet fuch an extraneous Fcetus lapt up in a Mola y 
which he found in the Belly of a Woman; and thus con- 
jectures— ^Non pojfum aliud divinare^ quam quod fcetus 

hie primo fuerit- in Fubis uteri conceptus. He imparted 
this Story firft to G, Horftius, Ep. 58. Vol 4. Afterward 
to the whole World, in the 9 id Obfervation of his ftxth 

Century. 

A. D. 1662. To the City of Aurange, D. Bald- 
win, and Mr. De la fort found- — rPmlhm Egregium, optime 
farmatum extra uterum The report of this Difcovery is 
made public k by the famous Sachs y with very learned Re- 
marks, MifcelL Cur, Vol. 1. Obf no. which he con- 
cludes 
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eludes (as I fhallj with one more ftupsndious than all 1 
have cited, whieh he had from the Silefia Chronicle, writ- 
ten long fince by 2V- Polim/y and thus relates it. c A. Z>. 
c 1 581. A Woman that had born Ten Children m 
c Fifteen Years Matrimony, conceiv'd again r and at the 
c full time was deliver d through an Abfcefs of the left 
c Hypocondrra. — Ex qua infans boni habi f usextr0us, qui 
c BdptizatHs fuit^ & annum union cum demidio fuf&rmxit 5 
c Mater vero* flimmh in dolor thus Urtio die obiit. 

Sir, I humbly beg your Opinion o£ thefe Reports, and 
my Notions; that if I am skilful or lucky enough to 
meet your Concurrence and Approbation, I may ac- 
cordingly value my felf, or be better informed* 



FJimoutb, Auguft 16. 



James Y'onge* 
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